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to their country men. There are no other schools than
those under their management. The tyrannical govern-
ments of Siam and Bnrmah do not take any steps to pro-
pagate ins! ruction among their subjects, whom they look
upon as slaves, fit only for bodily labour. The houses of
Talapoins are so many little seats of elementary learning;
and as they are very numerous throughout the country,
every facility is afforded to male children to learn to read
and write. The female children are excluded from par-
taking of this great boon by the strictness of the monastic
regulations. It is a great misfortune, much to be lamented,
as one half of the population is thus doomed to live in
perpetual ignorance. Owing to the gratuitous education
given by the Buddhist monks, there are very few men
throughout the breadth and length of Burniah who are not
able to read and write. It is true that too often the know-
ledge thus acquired is very superficial and incomplete.
But as regards the other half of the population, it may be
stated that scarcely a woman among thousands can be
found capable of spelling one word.

The Talapoins being much addicted to sloth and indo-
lence, the schools are undoubtedly miserably managed.
The boys are often left to themselves without regular con-
trol or discipline. When a boy enters the monastery as
student, his teacher places into his hands a piece of black-
ened board, whereupon are written the first letters of the
alphabet. The poor lad has to repeat over and over the
name of the letters, crying aloud with all the powers of
his lungs. He is left for several weeks at the same sub-
ject, until his instructor is satisfied that he knows his
letters. In the next step the boy is directed to study the
symbols of the vowels which are to be joined with con-
sonants so as to form syllables and words. When this is
done he is initiated into the art of uniting together and arti-
culating properly the several consonants with the symbolic
characters. He slowly shapes his course through the ap-
parently much-complicated system of all the combinations